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Submission into Greater Macarthur 2040 

 

I am against this development for the following reasons:- 

The Driving force behind this Greater Macarthur 2040 and many other developments that are 

happening in this city are the number of immigrants that the Federal government is allowing to come 

in, this is not normal growth. In the last few years this number has climbed and is now a concern for 

so many people, so much so that house prices have increased, but for the laymans wages have not 

kept pace. This is shown by our bank rate which has been the same low rate for some time and 

maybe getting lower to entice people to buy these houses that are being built at an unprecedented 

low interest rate. Building at such a rate may be good for developers, council and governments in as 

far as they are getting huge profit from development at the moment. In the long term once this has 

passed all the infrastructure will have to be built, not only the schools, hospitals, and open spaces 

but swimming pools, library’s and then Councils will need to take over the upkeep of all these new 

walking tracks etc and then cry short of money to do so even if this is put into the equation for the 

upkeep in the beginning.      

 Australia is a dry continent the first and most important commodity is water closely followed by 

clean air. When I first came to Australia my brother said to 

me that “this city will never run out of water the dams 

hold enough water for seven years without rain” unlike in 

England where it depends on rain to keep the  dams full. 

Now with the population explosion that has happen our 

dam levels are way down to a point that we will be relying 

on the desalination plant to top up dam levels. With the 

numbers of houses stated in this document it would 

certainly bring into doubt whether or not the dams would be able to cope with the new population. 

As this desalination plant is world class (as from Google) it would seem that another two of the same 

size or larger would have to be built to maintain a good water source. As for Air quality Government 

departments ignore this, as it is too hard, but in an Air Quality study undertaken in 1996 for Badgerys 

Creek Airport, the conclusion was that this would cause too much pollution in western Sydney. 

Government in the future will have this problem to face if this old survey is right by reducing air 

polluting transport in the Sydney Basin. On another development in Leaf Gulley Campbelltown City 

Council stopped an emergency power station being built because of air quality, but I would suggest 

that this Vision will create more pollution than that of the small power station.      

 

Cataract Dam 8/2/18 27% full 
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I have spoken to several people who went to the workshops that was conducted before Christmas 

and most of them didn’t know what was going on. As Lendlease were talking about their 

development, RMS were talking about the proposed four lane highway, and this Greater Macarthur 

2040 if the idea was to confuse then you get an A+. 

The old Australian vision has now passed by and will now only be in the history book, when 

governments were advertising for immigrants to come to this land of plenty and enjoy living on a ¼ 

acre block where your kids can play and kick a ball in your own back yard, the Hills hoist can hold all 

you’re washing. Now there is no room for a washing line, the only ball game kids can play are 

marbles.  

Picture of housing today this is typical of today, and that these 

housing lots sizes are set to become smaller. Not only do we 

have housing that takes up every square centimetre of space 

but we also add to the problem with dark roofs. This is taken 

weekday by the evening there will be more vehicles, as you 

can see there is not much space for any emergency vehicles to 

get passed, and if this was in Gilead and a Fire truck wanted to 

get passed smoke belching everywhere emergency truck sirens 

panic everywhere who do you think they will blame. The 

people who let them build houses so close or themselves for 

buying the house in the first place. 

 

On page 3 it shows a map (Figure 1) that is from Glenfield to Macarthur all divided into little 

Lego blocks and a Key, but the reader would have to question what this all means, as how “high is 

HIGH RISE RESIDENTIAL”?, as council can and have changed  the height  as per development (RSL 

Campbelltown). Then is low Density (400 sq meters?) and what about high about (200 sq meters?) 

we have been told of one developer who wants 50sq meters. As the housing lot sizes get smaller so 

does the ability to park a car on that space. As the families grow in their homes, children get a car 

and then you have this problem where to park.                                                                                                                                  

This is a picture of an old suburb where it is not unusual 

to find four or five cars and a boat or trailer outside the 

house, as most garages get used for games rooms and 

the cars get left outside. In the new style lots the car 

doesn’t fit between the garage and footpath so people 

have to go into the road to walk past. This is also a 

street where Koalas coexist and have done so for years. 

 

Page 4 Figure2:- this location map is very busy, so busy that it is hard to come to grips with in fact 

there are keys missing. This has been put together with someone with coloured pens as nothing is to 

scale. We have the Sydney Metro line going through the Australian Botanic Gardens at Mount 

Annan. There is a duplication of transport corridors namely Appin Road and The Transport Corridor 

both these could be one. Koala corridors are non existence this is something that would have come 

out in the fifties as they didn’t know very much about Koalas then so they could be excused for doing 

this type of map. This layout has been put together before all the fixed points that have to be left are 

not there. As such we (The public) are supposed to give comment on something as badly put 

together as this map.  
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Page 6 “The natural environment will flourish with koalas and other species” this may be 

the vision but I can’t see it working. First you cut the wildlife corridors off, and then the ground is 

changed every piece of flat land is used for housing. The author forgets that wildlife are shy and 

koalas need trees, the only trees left will be those in the corridors which by the layouts on display 

will not be available.      

 Page 7 “Sensitivity to Koalas biodiversity and heritage”, I would say that this is no such thing 

as what is being put before us here and with the Appin Road upgrade, is total blockage of Koala 

movement across this whole area making it a free for all for development, as for heritage we have 

already seen what happens to that with Mt Gilead being totally devalued.    

Page 9 The Plan:- This 30 minute city looks great on paper and no doubt it could be right, but not 

as this vision stands. On any workday there is a mass exodus all over the south west (where they go 

is a question) where all the car parking at every station is full, commuters are forced to park 

wherever they can. What I have got from this plan (Figure 2) very little new industrial land will be 

available for the influx of population that has been dreamt up for this Vision.  

Page 10 “Setting the plan within the landscape” paragraph one, replacing older properties is 

nothing new and is happing widespread over the whole country. To say “this plan aims to meet the 

needs of the population while conserving local character including heritage and environment values”. 

We all know that this is just words on paper that don’t mean a thing. Council has been approving 

high rise buildings to increase population, which in turn will change the character of any place, 

whether this is with increased in traffic, people, and noise so yes this plan will change suburbs. 

Paragraph two tries to explain the entire natural environment surrounding this vision, but I can’t see 

what or how this vision will enhance the environment values. What has been seen by this vision is 

dams filled in thousands upon thousands of houses, greater pressure on existing natural parks in the 

NPWS system, but I have not seen where there is an increase in funds to maintain these areas. It is 

also noted that this vision takes every opportunity to include the important koala colony that is 

expanding but is excluded from using this vision. This vision in its current form will do nothing to 

enhance the koala colony in fact it will do the reverse. 

Page 17 Precincts:- It is noted that the precincts of Gilead go down to the Georges River. From this 

it could be assumed that development is to take place between Appin Road and the Georges River. 

As far as I know this has been taken out, and the line should have gone down the Appin Road, but as 

this is a current proposal it can be seen that development can take place on the eastern side.        The 

precinct of Glenlee is earmarked as employment land assuming that thousands of people are to be 

employed there all starting and finishing at the same time this will create traffic jams from the start. 

There is a river on one side a coal dump on another with a Creek coming from the river. In front 

there is the railway line which people will have to cross to go to work, unless large bridges are built 

this will create traffic jams from the start.  

Page 20 Heritage:- This gets a lot discussion about how all heritage items are going to be protected 

this is as long as it doesn’t come in the way of housing and profit. This has already been proven with 

Mount Gilead where the proposed heritage has to fit with development whereas development 

should fit with heritage. One has only to look at all the heritage items listed and there are quite a few 
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missing one has to wonder why this remarkable place is not listed, and made into a tourist 

destination. As the plan stands at the moment most of the heritage will be blocked out by the new 

development as the curtilage will not be enough other heritage items will be lost. Example is the old 

Cobb and Co road that is still intact this is doomed to be a shopping centre so much for heritage as it 

got in the way of development another is the vista named in the heritage report for Gilead this got in 

the way of development there are plenty more examples for this vision.  Campbelltown had the first 

farm the first bridge (Beulah) first dam to name just a few I am sure history buffs know a lot more.                                                       

The promised view to One Tree Hill and the Mill will be lost hidden behind a concrete barrier and 

roof tops.    

 Page 23 Objectives:- Paragraph 3 the NSW Government are going to plant 5 million trees, as with 

most suburbs a green picture it painted and no plan is without sketches of tree lined streets. Now for 

reality the house blocks are too small for a clothes line let alone a tree if there is a tree it will fall 

down councils are always having demand for tree removal because of the threat of it falling, bush 

fire threat or just the mess they make. The developer for Mount Gilead has already said that no 

native tress will be street trees so that not to encourage wildlife into the streets. Planting 5 million 

trees is great, no one can argue with that, but in creating this vision there will be 1 million 

established trees destroyed. Tree surgeons or tree loppers are plentiful now and are removing trees 

quicker than what they can grow.  

Page24 Objectives:- Figure 2 which is a very busy sketch shows all the housing and shopping 

centres but nothing where the schools, open space or hospital is going (or is this wait and see)  To 

confuse people we have on page 24,  18000 new homes in the north and this should have been 

explained early page 18 when this was being discussed and 40,000 in the south = 58,000 and being 

there may be 2 or 3 working per household =116,000 people working and only 40,000 local jobs this 

could add up to a further 150,000 car movements per day for work. If these people travel by train 

how will this number of parking places be found  

Page31 Planning Principles:- As stated before this Vision is so much different than what is 

written as with most high spots it will be covered with house lots or large duplex and sold dearer 

than most because of the view, or the hill will be lowered to bring the low ground up. This is already 

on the three DA’s for Mount Gilead that I and others have made comments on.  

For example One Tree Hill has now been zoned urban instead of rural in maps shown to the public at 

information evenings.   

Page 31 Strategic conservation planning:- Paragraph 4 as I have been to most meetings that I 

have been invited to and attended the workshops, in all this it has not been demonstrated where or 

how this will happen, in fact taking Mount Gilead as an example the corridors have been made 

smaller. RMS wants to break the corridors across the Appin Road. So this so called sensitive ecology 

and biodiversity values are just words to make people feel good and that nothing will come from it. 

This is apparent from talks with OEH and RMS that they do not want wildlife crossings across the 

Appin Road because they say the corridors are too small and there is too much development there. 

Page 32 Protecting Koalas:- To my knowledge there has been no records or very little in the Royal 

NP  they are in the Heathcote NP, but one day who knows. Corridors have already been identified 

and Council have put these on display (for Mount Gilead), but because OEH believe that total 

isolation is the answer to this complex issue (being that it makes it hard to develop) so the easy 
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answer is to remove them from this area total. Whereas Koala Professionals have a different view, 

that is for proper corridors across the land. My understanding is that Koalas need room to disperse, 

and to be able to go from the Plateau to the gullies in the extreme heat and in the case of fires. 

These points have been well documented.      

Page 33 Community awareness:- Over the past years there has been several studies undertaken, 

but not a compressive one, an example of that is Professor R. Close whose 27 year study has shown 

how Community science can work but when Prof. Close started there was no fancy name. This 

genetic colony stretches from Liverpool down to Picton Road and across to Sutherland, covering 5 

council areas in total. As such there should be an academic in charge to address the issues and for 

first contact. Councils to help in local issues 2-3 trained catchers and handlers, then community to do 

most of the tracking. This can then be fed into the web on a monthly basis. More details can be 

provided latter. The first thing would be to obtain good up to date tracking devices. This would give a 

much better picture than just one area as most experts are saying about more data is required this 

can only be got by a lot of field studies and ground work to locate and tract them where ever they 

go. 

Page 34 Planning Principles:- Wildlife corridors it states a distance of 425 meters wide, it is now 

being argued that this is not wide enough, academics are arguing this point. It would be logical that it 

would depend on distance, the greater the distance the wider it would have to be. On long distances 

it would help to have woodland to help break this up distance.  We also know that koalas use 

paddock trees to go across the landscape. This has been found out by independent studies. 

Restricting land use:- Will be hard the first thing who is going to do this, Councils have hard job 

managing what they have now.    

Page 35 Planning Principles:- Although my wife has had a letter from Dulux who were 

worried about the colours that are being told for builders  to use this would absorb the heat 

rather that repel the heat. I would like to turn your attention to another source, this was in the 

Guardian it states that the Greeks have long been aware of painting their roofs white. A dark 

roof will absorb most of energy, heating the roof and underling building as well as the 

surrounding air. The story goes on to say “If you have a cool roof that problem can be 

eliminated”    says Emeritus Professor Geoff Smith from the University of Technology 

Sydney no date of story. Fellow Australian Institute of Physics Fellow Australian Institute of Energy 
Member SPIE (International Applied Optics) Member ANZSES (International Solar Energy) Member 
OSA (Optics)Affiliated with SIA (Skylight Industry Association)Member ABCB Technical Committee on 
glazing within energy efficiency building codes.Chair Australian Standards Committee for Skylights 
and Roof GlazingAssociate Editor Journal of Nanophotonics 

               Page 35 Planning Principles:- INCREACE TREE COVER CANOPY. Unless the lot sizes are bigger 

then to obtain a tree canopy will be impossible. Along the main link roads and entrance it can be 

done if they are planted closer so that they join at the top forming this canopy, with this comes 

another problem that is people parking on the verge although 

illegal this does will happen and trees get broken, on house lot 

none can be planted because of there size.                             

This is an older suburb, but even here trees are part of an 

urban fight between neighbours. Most of the trees in the 

older suburbs are in the house blocks and not street lined. 

Tree lined streets space around houses   
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 The new tree lined streets on new estates are small shrubs.  Although a million established trees will 

be removed to make way for this development, the developers should be responsible for the 

development, and the five million tress should not be part of any development so that they can be 

planted outside the development.  The developers for Mount Gilead in there DA state that they are 

not planting any koala food trees to stop them entering the building envelope.   

Minimise private vehicle use:-So far this is just words, there are very few times that this will work 

as this development will be based on the car. There will always be a few people working close to 

transport but most will rely on their own car maybe it would be better off by bicycle. An example is 

Park Central it is full of cars yet the same message was being told, the only thing different is Park 

Central is close to Trains, buses, Macarthur Square, entertainment  doctors and Hospitals. So why 

will it work elsewhere.   

Include provisions:- To try and get people away from diesel cars will be a hard task, one that only 

a few years ago Governments were trying to get more diesel on the road. The heavy users like trucks 

buses and trains will be the hard one, but we can ease diesel vehicles off the road by incentives, but 

this is a long term vision. Unless the Government of the day wants it to happen.    

Page 38 Green grid and tree canopy:-The author recognizes the high value vegetation that does 

exist and formes KEY corridors; these have been recognized by many. RMS aim to destroy this link in 

these corridors and as such they are responsible to re build this link either by under or overpasses to 

these corridors. 

Page 41 Water Objectives: - In this the Vision mentions Georges River, but that is all it is well 

known that this river system has a lot of visitation along its river length, but sadly it does need some 

help to restore. For the last 18 months to 2 years south 32 have been telling us that they are waiting 

for the Department of Environment to tick the boxes so that they can do work in restoring some of 

damage that was caused by longwall mining to the river. On page 42 it outlines a lot of different 

problems all of which have been around for years not a new thing for governments.  

Urban water going on to hard surfaces, this has been withheld in playing fields, that double up as 

retention basins this is not covered in this Vision, as they take up building land. 

Page 45 Bushfire:- As Mount Gilead has been classified as being in a high bush fire zone it is 

essential that is to the highest standards as such the perimeter road should be wide enough for 

Bushfire trucks so far the DA’s that have been on display don’t reflect this, it is very easy to forget 

Canberra fires when whole suburbs went up in flames. This could easy happen to these new 

developments. I am pleased to see that asset protection zones are to be wholly within the 

development.  

Page 48 Built form:- If one is to read this document it reads well and that it is going to “respects 

and builds of environmental corridors and recognises and preserves the existing heritage in the 

landscape” Macarthur is full of history and if you take your time in reading the history of Mount 

Gilead you will see what is being destroyed and lost. If this vision is to be implemented and taken 

seriously then no development should be started before this vision has been finalized.   

Page 63 Objectives:- Coal mining in urban areas this has been pointed out and is a very big 

question to answer of which no one wants to answer you can put it in this vision but in reality DA’s 

are getting passed on areas of mining leases this is another good reason why all development should 
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be put on hold until such questions are answer. This for Mount Gilead is still being discussed and no 

decision has been made. 

Page 67 Agriculture:-It should be pointed out That Mount Gillard has the last remaining working 

farm on the Cumberland Plain with over 1000 head of cattle, water is fed by the first dams in 

Australia and this farm is listed as going for houses(this in itself is a disgrace).  

A 45 hectare farm in the Illawarra has been saved because RMS will install an underground corridor, 

and yet Mount Gilead which can sustain 1000 cattle even in a drought will be sacrificed for  

development.  

Page 68 Movement:- The movement of traffic has not been carefully calculated like most of the 

road corridors put in place in the 60’s are now way out of date, Spring Farm Link Road corridor is 

only for one lane each way we require at least two each  way and Figure 1 plan needs a rethink, as 

different routes will cost less and better for all. 

Page 74 Road Network:- RMS are cutting the corridors across Appin Road this is what  has been on 

display, So that this fencing will not be friendly more like capture. Transport for NSW that the 

Georges River Parkway Is still under investigation if this road is applied then it would go straight 

through the heart of the important koala colony. 

Conclusion:- Protecting the Koalas is mention all through this Vision document yet in reality it is 

doing the opposite we have Close, Philips, Crowther and Lumey all saying that corridors are essential 

for the well being of this animal, so one has to wonder why the author of this document had to 

express so much on protecting this animal when they are being eliminated from the area. Which is 

their link from Georges River to the Nepean?  

Squirrel Gliders: A small population exists within the area with limited numbers being reported on 

the eastern side of Appin Road and reports from Dr Steven Phillips on Mount Gilead. Other than 

stating that ropes will be placed across Appin Road somewhere there is no indication that a wildlife 

corridor will be maintained across Woodhouse Creek to allow free movement of this vulnerable 

species. Conversation status. Squirrel Gliders are listed as:vulnerable in NSW, threatened in 

Victoria,endangered in South Australia and common in Queensland. The main threats facing Squirrel 

Gliders today stem from the fragmentation of their habitat.  The Australian Museum  

This Vision is based on either out of date reports or reports that have been written after the 

NSWKoala Strategy and Greater Macarthur 2040 Plan were written.  

This Vision document repeats itself all through the document that is why my submission has done 

the same, but in saying that if you didn’t read the whole document vital points were hidden in the 

back. As this is only a Vision we can only presume a more detailed document will come out hopefully 

reflecting some of the points above. 

There is only a mention of affordable housing, but no mention of Public housing. 

  Yours Faithfully  

Barry Durman  

bazpat@bigpond.com 
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